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HON MINISTER NAPAT CONGRATULATES SUCCESSFUL  

 

PARATHLETICS TEAM 

 
Hon Jotham Napat (MP), Minister of Infrastructure & Public Utilities, took time out of a busy 

Parliament Sitting schedule to meet the first Vanuatu Parathletics team to compete in the 

Pacific Mini Games. The Ministry of Infrastructure had supported the team by purchasing 

sports shoes with the Minister personally contributing funds for bus fares to ensure the team 

members could attend special training sessions before the Games commenced. The Minister 

also arranged a special tour of the Parliamentary complex to add to the Games experience of 

the team. 

 

Participating in the Games has been a highlight of these young athlete’s lives. Many of them 

had never left their islands before so to come to Vila, fly in a plane or to wear Vanuatu 

uniforms and participate in the Games amongst hundreds of other Pacific athletes was an 

amazing experience. 

 

“I just loved the Opening Ceremony and the experience of competing in front of a big crowd 

at the new Korman Stadium but it was fantastic to have the opportunity to come to Parliament 

House, have a tour of the facilities and the Chamber where the laws for our nation are 

debated and passed and then to meet and shake hands with so many well-known Ministers we 

hear about on radio or see on television,” commented Marceline Moli, the team’s youngest 

athlete at 15 years old. 

 

The Hon Minister commented to the team as they stood in the Parliamentary Foyer, 

“Although I am very proud to congratulate Peter Dick and Marcel Houssimoli, the two 

winners of two medals – bronze and silver – I must also shake the hands of each and every 

one of you because you are all winners. I know in Vanuatu, people living with an impairment 

are often the hidden people. Opportunities for even the most basic education or a paid 

employment are rare. Your achievement of qualifying for this team, training and then 

competing sets an example for other young people with a disability. You are showing the way 

for how to live a healthy lifestyle as well as to represent with pride and honour your family 

and your community.”  

 

With the Commonwealth Games in Australia in April 2018 and now the Melanesian Games 

in May 2018, there will be little time to “rest on their laurels” as the saying goes. Not too far 

away are the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics. Lots more training, competition and who knows – 

more medals - are on the planning horizon. 

 

“I am so impressed by this young team, I hope to personally continue supporting parathletics 

in Vanuatu so that other young people living with an impairment have the opportunity to 

raise awareness of issues for people living with disability, set goals and realize dreams!” the 

Minister. 
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Caption: Hon Minister Jotham Napat congratulates successful Pacific Mini Games 

parathletic’s team. 


